FESCH AND CONSALVI

for many years in the rule and government of our Holy
Mother Church.

Your devoted son, Emperor of the French and King of
Italy.

[CoRRESP., xi, 9655. Ancona was occupied by French troops before
the Austrian campaign of 1805. The Pope's protest reached Napoleon
just before Austerlitz. This is his answer. Cardinal Consalvi was the
Papal Secretary of State.]

(2) Indirect

TO CARDINAL FESCH

MUNICH, January 7, 1806.

THE Pope has written to me, under date November i3th,

a quite ridiculous and lunatic letter: these people thought I

was dead. I occupied Ancona  because, in spite of your

representations, nothing had been done to  defend it;

besides, things are so badly organised that, whatever had

been done, it could never have been held against anyone.

Make it clearly understood that I won't stand any more'

of this nonsense, and that I won't tolerate the presence of a

Russian or Sardinian minister at Rome. It is my intention

to recall you, and to replace you by a layman. As these

imbeciles see no harm in a Protestant occupying the French

throne, I shall send them a Protestant ambassador. Tell

Consalvi that, if he has any care for his country, he must

either do what I required of him, or resign his post. Tell him

that I'm religious, but that I'm no bigot. Remind him

that Constantine distinguished the civilian sphere from the

military, and that I too can nominate a senator to command

in my name in Rome. It is a nice idea, all this talk of religion,

by those who have admitted the Russians, and rejected

Malta, and are now trying to get rid of my minister! These

ate the people who prostitute religion. Is there any such

thing as an apostolic nuncio in Russia? Tell Consalvi, tell

the Pope himself if you like, that he may want to turn my

minister out of Rome, but that I can equally well come and

put him back there. Can nothing be done with these

136